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I The PDF standard and extensions by Adobe
I A very good technical introduction to PDF
I The PDF/A Competence Center
I Wikipedia
I OMG WTF PDF – security of PDFs
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Adobe Acrobat
Adobe Acrobat is the primary tool for working with PDFs
(only on Windows and OSX). It can edit PDFs to a certain
degree and allows you to test PDFs (through it’s preflight
feature). It also gives you access to the structure of a PDF:
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PDF CanOpener
PDF CanOpener is an Adobe Acrobat Plug-In for detailed
analysis and manipulation of PDF documents aimed at
developers. It provides instant access to information about
drawn objects (fonts, color spaces, page location, etc.) as well
as an object level tree view for analysis and manipulation of
the internal object structure.
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Enfocus PitStop
Enfocus PitStop Pro is an Adobe Acrobat Plug-In for the
analysis and manipulation of PDF documents. An unique
feature is it’s eye dropper that allows the analysis of objects
by visually selecting them.
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XPDF/Poppler
XPDF (and it’s improved version Poppler) includes a number
of tools for working with PDFs. These include:

pdfinfo for basic information about a PDF
pdffonts gives information about the fonts used by a

PDF
pdftotext converts a PDF to text

pdftohtml converts a PDF to HTML
pdfimages extracts images from a PDF
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QPDF
QPDF is a command-line program that does structural,
content-preserving transformations on PDF files. It can
linearize, encrypt or decrypt, and check PDFs. It also allows
the conversion of PDFs to and from an easily editable format.
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pdftk
pdftk is a command-line utility that can merge, split, rotate,
unpack (into an editable format) and pack, and repair PDFs
(and some other things).
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PoDoFoBrowser
PoDoFoBrowser is a graphical browser and editor for the
object structure of PDFs.

PoDoFo also comes with a number of command-line tools for
PDFs, among them one for cropping all pages of a PDF.
There’s also an imposition tool which allows imposition plans
written in Lua.
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diffpdf
diffpdf can compare two PDFs and display the difference
visually.
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pdfsizeopt
pdfsizeopt is a collection of best practices and scripts for Unix
to optimize the size of PDF (≤ 1.4) files.
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Virgo Viewer
Virgo Viewer is a .NET graphical browser and editor for the
object structure of PDFs.
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OneVision Solvero
OneVision Solvero is an interactive PDF, EPS, PS, TIFF and
XPS editor for high-end prepress use.
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